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court in her presence, but separately in London, where now
Nau, that secretary who had taken the letter down from her
original dictation, protested that the words used, construed as
an assent to the murder of Elizabeth, were false, and summoned
Mary's judges before the tribunal of God if they should condemn
her on such false evidence—and we know from Walsingham's
own admission that the postscript at the end of the letter was
a forgery.
On October 29 a committee appointed to try her declared her
guilty in her absence, without producing the original draft of
the letters or even acting upon a record of the principal evidence.
Cecil demanded immediate execution. He was determined to
make Elizabeth responsible, and to make the killing of Mary
Stuart an official act. Elizabeth struggled hard; she was now
willing enough that her cousin should be killed, but not that
she should be made responsible in the eye of Christendom
for such a deed. She tried to get Paulet to have Mary
privately assassinated, but Paulet was in with Cecil and had no
fear of Elizabeth—he contemptuously refused. Elizabeth had
signed the warrant, but continued to struggle against its being
used. She told her secretary, Davison, not to deliver it. Cecil
and those who served him paid no attention to her. They bade
Davison give them the warrant, and on February 7, 1587,
Mary's doom was announced to her. She asked for the Sacra-
ments and was refused them. On the next day, Tuesday,
February 8, 1587, she was beheaded in the hall at Fotheringay
at eight in the morning, and was buried in Peterborough
Cathedral.
the turn-over
The Critical Point in the Religious Revolution.   In all
the great revolutions of history there comes a period, which may
be but a few days or may extend over several years, when the
tide turns and when that which had been an effort, opposed to
the general tendency of society, becomes itself a general tendency
which the mass of men proceed to follow. The English
Reformation was among the most important of all the revolu-
tions in history; it was also among the most desperately
disputed, the most gradual, and the longest in achievement
Like other revolutions, it was begun by a minority, at first a
?ery small minority. We have seen the various accidents which
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